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Paul Hains Queensland 

Introduction 

Paul Hains has been very involved with the Queensland Rose Society since joining and was 
elected Secretary in 2009. In 2013 Paul was elected to President. 

 Since becoming President, Paul has been instrumental in bridge-building between the 
Roselovers’ Association and Queensland Rose Society. Both clubs are now affiliated. This is a 
notable achievement. Paul’s leadership style is one of consultation and inclusion. Shortly 
after becoming President, Paul championed a long over-due re-write of the constitution to 
incorporate changes in laws and technology.  

He instigated the Queensland Rose Award in 2015, creating a State-wide award with the 
first recipients being from two affiliated Rose Societies. It is this inclusive approach that has 
been a hallmark of Paul’s leadership.  

He is a champion rose exhibitor and enters roses in all Queensland Rose Shows. He 
participates in National Show in SA and NSW, winning at both. He was won Australian 
Championships including the 2015 Australian Championship for Australian Bred Roses which 
he won with three roses of his own breeding.  

In 2009 Paul created the Queensland Rose Society website that he continues to maintain. 
Paul is also an administrator of the QRS Facebook page.  

National Contributions 

Paul was President of the National Rose Society in 2015 and has been nominated again as 
Vice President for 2017. He is also a Past President of the Australian Rose Breeders’ 
Association and has represented Queensland as a Delegate at NRSA AGMs. 

After being elected as National Webmaster in 2015, Paul created a new attractive and 
interactive website for the NRSA. He served as NRSA Webmaster from 2010 to 2011. He 
created the Australian Rose Breeders’ Association website in 2010 which he continues to 
maintain, which is quite an achievement considering he has two other websites under his 
care. 

International Contributions 

Paul is WFRS Vice-President for Australasia, having been elected to this position at the WFRS 
Convention in Lyon, 2015. In 2014 Paul Chaired an International Discussion Panel at the 
WFRS Regional Convention in India on the Future of Roses. In 2016, at the WFRS Regional 
Convention in Beijing, he was a panel member on the International Experts Forum on 
Modern Roses, sitting alongside many world renowned rose experts. At the WFRS 
Convention in Denmark in 2018 he will speak to the topic ‘Future Directions for Roses and 
Rose Societies’. 

Paul is Chair of a new Social Media Subcommittee. He drafted policy guidelines and strategy 
documents for the introduction of Social Media to the WFRS. This was accepted by the 
WFRS Executive in May 2016. Paul has been active developing a 50th Year Celebration Book 
for the WFRS. He is Deputy Chair of the WFRS Promotions Committee. Paul is a very active 
Vice President who represents Australia strongly on these WFRS Committees. 
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Rose Breeding 

Paul is recognised as an accomplished rose breeder. At the time of writing he has 15 roses 
registered through the Australian Registrar and ICRA. Two of these are commercially 
available through Swanes and many of the others are commercially available through a 
nursery in Queensland.  He donates royalties from his roses to charities and has never 
charged for naming rights for any of his roses. The rose ‘Governor Marie Bashir’ is planted in 
Sydney’s Government house and royalties go to The Wayside Chapel in Kings Cross.  

‘Queensland Gold’ is being released in 2017 to celebrate the Queensland Council of Garden 
Club’s Golden Anniversary. Paul has been propagating these roses himself to ensure they 
will be available for the club. Again, he donated this to QCGC. He has also named roses for 
significant Queensland Rosarians. 

The rose ‘Royal Queensland Show’ is planted in the Heritage Gardens of The Old Museum in 
Queensland, next to the exhibition grounds. Proceeds from this rose go to fund the upkeep 
and restoration of the Heritage Gardens at this site and Paul made an initial financial 
donation along with gifting the rose naming. He spent significant time working with heritage 
landscape architects, government departments, and the Royal National Agricultural and 
Industrial Association to revitalise the rose gardens on this site. This site was incorporated 
into the exhibition venue in 2016 for the first time in 119 years. The roses are seen as a key 
feature of the gardens and will introduce new generations to a love of roses. Paul was 
interviewed at the site for a TV Program “The Great South East” to talk about his work in 
redeveloping the rose gardens and the release of the new rose.  

Publishing   

In 2014 Paul wrote and self-published a book, “Growing Roses in Subtropical Climates.” This 
is the only book on this topic available worldwide and has been sold to the USA, Japan, 
Malaysia, New Zealand, Uruguay, India, and the United Kingdom. Sales will generate 
between $10,000 and $12,000 for the Queensland Society. He also made it available to the 
Darling Downs Rose Society and to regional societies in NSW as a fundraiser. Over 1,500 
copies of this book have been sold.  

Paul has personally donated over 100 books to garden clubs, gardens, and individuals. This 
book has not only provided a regular income for rose societies, it has changed the way 
people think about roses.  

Summary 

Paul represents a new generation of rose growers. His enthusiasm is infectious and many 
comment on his energy and drive. In his relatively short time in the rose societies Paul has 
created and driven significant change which has positively impacted rose growers at a local, 
state, national, and international level. He exemplifies outstanding and exceptional service 
to the rose and has significantly impacted on rose growing as well as representing Australia 
most effectively at National and International level. 

The Rose Society of Victoria has pleasure in strongly recommending 

 Paul Hains for the Australian Rose Award.                            

 

 






